
FAQ Dhiraagu Male’Open 2026 
 
1. Who can participate? 
The competition is open to swimmers of all abilities who meet the age and event requirements. 
 
2. Is the race suitable for beginners? 
Participants must be in good physical condition and have trained adequately for their chosen 
distance. The shorter distances are appropriate for beginners. 
 
3. What age categories are available? 
 

CATEGORY AGE RANGE 

U9 Swimmers from 6 to 8 years of age 

U11 Swimmers from 9 to 10 years of age 

U13 Swimmers from 11 to 12 years of age 

U15 Swimmers from 13 to 14 years of age 

15-19 Swimmers from 15 to 19 years of age 

20-29 Swimmers from 20 to 29 years of age 

30-39 Swimmers from 30 to 39 years of age 

40-49 Swimmers from 40 to 49 years of age 

50+ Swimmers aged 50 and above 

 
Age categories are determined in accordance with the competition rules and are based on the 
participant’s age on the day of the race. 
 
4. What events can I enter? 
Participants may register for up to three events: a maximum of two individual events and one 
team event. 
 
5. How do I register? 
Complete the online registration form and submit payment before the registration deadline.  
https://swimmaldives.org/male-open-2026/ 
 
6. When does registration close? 
The registration deadline is 31 July 2026. Please note that some categories may reach capacity 
before the registration deadline. 
 
7. Can I register on the day of the event? 
Late or on-the-day registrations will not be accepted unless specifically announced by the 
organizers. 
 
 
  



8. Can I change or cancel my registration? 
Changes to registration details may be accepted before the registration deadline. 
 
9. When do I collect my race kit? 
Race kit collection will take place during the DMO Expo from 18–20 August, between 5:00 PM 
and 10:00 PM, at the Dhiraagu Head Office. 
 
10. When is the Race Briefing? 
Race Briefings will take place during the DMO Expo from 18–20 August according to the 
following schedule: 

 5:30 PM daily: Participants under 15 years of age  
 8:30 PM daily: Participants 15 years and above 

 
11. What should I bring on race day? 
Please bring: 

 Your signed waiver form  
 Your event swim cap, issued for the distance(s) you registered for  
 Tow float  
 Reusable water bottle — water stations will be available at the event venue. 

 
12. What time should I report to the race? 
Participants should report to the Call Room at least one hour before their scheduled race start 
time. This allows sufficient time for pre-race procedures, including the collection of signed 
waiver forms, race-kit checks, numbering, bag drop, and warm-up. 
 
13. What sort of swimwear is allowed? 
Male athletes must wear trunks covering at least 1/3 of the thigh. Female athletes must wear 
swimwear covering the shoulders, arms and thighs. Wetsuits are not allowed. 
 
14. What is the race start process? 
The race will not be a jump start. Swimmers will enter the water and line up at the designated 
start area. The race will begin once the official start signal is given. 
Do not start swimming before the signal. 
 
15. Are participants allowed a personal escort? 
No. Personal escorts are not permitted unless specifically approved by the organizers. 
 
 
16. Can I use swim aids? 
Only swimming fins are permitted as a swimming aid, and only for participants registered for the 
250M Fins, 500M Fins, or 1KM Fins races. 
No other swimming aids or equipment, including snorkels, may be used during the race, except 
for the mandatory tow float. 
 
17. Can I listen to music during the race? 
No. Headphones, earbuds, bone-conduction headphones, and other personal audio devices are 
not permitted during the race. This is for the safety of all participants, as swimmers must be able 
to hear instructions from race officials and safety personnel throughout the event. 
 
18. Are there changing rooms, showers, and bag storage available? 



Athletes and spectators may use the public restrooms at Rasfannu as changing areas. Outdoor 
showers are available at Rasfannu Beach. 
A bag drop service will be provided for athletes during their race session. 
 
19. What should I do if I need assistance during the swim? 
If you need assistance during the swim, raise your hand and wave in a circular motion to signal 
for help. The nearest safety canoe will respond and provide assistance. 
 
20. What happens if weather conditions are unsafe? 
If the water conditions become unsafe to start or continue races, the organizer reserves the right 
to cancel any event, for safety reasons.  
 
21. Is there medical support on-site? 
Yes. A medical tent will be available on-site and staffed by the Maldives Red Crescent. 
Emergency transport will also be available, with IGMH Emergency Department on standby 
during the races to receive patients if hospital care is required. 
 
22. How are winners determined? 
Winners will be determined based on the order in which swimmers cross the finish line. 
The swimmer who crosses the finish line first will be recorded as the winner of their respective 
category. 
 
23. Will medals or prizes be awarded? 
Yes. Finisher medals, certificates, and prizes will be awarded in accordance with the 
competition rules and applicable event categories. 
 
24. Will photos be taken? 
Yes. Photos and videos may be taken during the event and may be used by the organizers for 
event documentation, promotional, and social media purposes. 
 
25. Can spectators attend the event? 
Yes. The event will be held at Rasfannu Beach, and spectators are welcome to attend, watch 
the races, and support the participants. 
 
26. Who can I contact if I have more questions? 
For any additional questions, please contact the event organizers through: 

 Email: hello@swimmaldives.org  
 Instagram: Send us a direct message through our official Instagram account  
 Phone: 9211345 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


